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Society, we considered it our duty to comment in severe terms
on the biography prefixed to that work: we now find a writer in
the " Gentleman’s Magazine" participating in our regret, and
stating that the scattered materials for his life are not difficult of
access, or devoid of interest; the history of his great discovery
would give an importance to any volume in which it was set
forth fully and clearly.-llr. Cunningham favours us with the
following very interesting document, copied from the " Letter
Book" in the Lord Steward’s Oce: CHARLES R. Whereas
wee haue beene graciously pleased to admitt Doctor Haruey into
the place of Phisic’on in ordinary to our royal person, our Will
and Pleasure is that you give order for the setling a dyett of
three dishes of meate a meale, with all incidents thereunto be-
longinge upon him the said Doctor Haruey; and the same to
begin from the seauenteenth day of July last past, and to con-
tinue during the time that the said Doctor Haruey shall hould
and enjoy the sayd place of Phisic’on in ordinary to our royall
prson, for Wch this shal be your warrant. Given at our Court
at Whitehall the vjth of December 1639. To our right trustie
and welbeloued Councillors Sr Henry Vane and Sr Thomas
Jermyn, Knls, Treasurer and Comptroller of our Household, or
to either of them."-In the same collection of letters, Mr. Can-
ningham informs us, is to be found a warrant by which the
king gives X200 per annum to Dr. William Harvey for his diet.
This was given in lieu of the three dishes of meat, which, in
those troublesome times, were not easily obtained. We also find
Dr. Paget, of Caius College, making his contribution to the
future biography of Harvey, in the publication of a letter,
of which he gives us a fac-simile from Harvey; it is addressed
to Dr. Ward, the learned divine, and master of Sidney College,
who, hearing it was the king’s wish to examine a petrified
skull preserved in his college, sent it to Dr. Harvey to show
to his Majesty. The following is a copy of Harvey’s note :-
" i’vl-* Doctor Ward I have showed to his Mly this scull incrus-
tated Wth stone, Weh I receyved from you, & his Mty wondered
att it and look’d content to see soe rare a thinge. I doe now
wth thanks retorne to you and your Colledg the same Wth the
key of the case and the memoriall you sent me inclosed heare in
thinking it a kinde of sacriledg not to have retorned it to that
place where it may for the instrnction of men heare after be con-
served."-We have just been gratified by the sight of a nearly
finished engraving, representing Harvey demonstrating to Charles
the First his " Theory of the Circulation of the Blood," about to
be published by Messrs. Lloyd, of Ludgate-hill. It is from the
original, in the possession of Joseph Hodgson, Esq, one of the
Council of the Royal College of Surgeons, to whom the valuable
painting was presented by a wealthy patient, who could not have
bestowed a more fitting testimonial on one who has contributed
so much to the advancement of chirurgical science, as Mr. Hodg-
son has in his work on the Arteries.

NAVAL APPOINTMENTS.--AS’2l9’geOytS, A.R. Bradford,
of the Blenheim," to the Resolute;" J. L. Donnett to the
" Assistance;" G. D. Maclaren to the " Blenheim.’%-Assistant-
Surgeons, S. M. C. Steele to the " Arethusa;" T. R. Piethorn
and R. King to the " Pioneer;" J. Ward to the " Assistance ;’’
W. Patrick to the " Dasher."
THE POLICE AND THE MEDICAL PROFESSION.-&Aring;

robbery having been committed by the husband and the brother of
a woman advanced in pregnancy, the police, in order to secure
their apprehension, have circulated handbills, endorsed, "strictly
private," calling on all medical men to aid and assist them in
their endeavours to apprehend the parties, stating, that as the
woman is near her confinement, she will no doubt apply to some
medical man, who, it is hoped, will give her up in that sad hour
of nature’s suffering. A noble member of our godlike profes-
sion has written an excellent letter to the editor of I’he 7’itties
on the subject, creditable alike to his heart and understanding,
in which he states, that the medical man, in the exercise of his
benign art, knows nothing of his patients but their maladies.
He is bound to administer to the physical sufferings alike of the
most exalted and the most humble, the most exemplary and the
most depraved. He is the healer and the comforter, not the spy
and the thief-taker, the minister of hope and mercy, not of
vengeance. Let him not deviate from his proper functions, and
his cheerful presence and kind solicitude shall often rekindle the
latent self-respect of the most abandoned, check the course of vice,
and encourage the seared conscience to look again to the paths
of innocence and right, and perhaps to return to them. The
police authorities are under a great mistake if they think that
the sacred confidence which necessarily exists between men and
their patients admits of any exception.

TESTIMONIAL TO WILLIAM BuSH, EsQ., SURGEON
TO THE BATH Ee$exD ErE INFMMAP.Y.--We have much plea-

sure in stating that a very handsome silver library inkstand
manufactured by the Messrs. Payne, of this city, and bearing
the following inscription, was presented to the above gentle-
man on Monday last, in the presence of the parochial clergy,
and a large number of the inhabitants of the parish of Weston,
assembled for the purpose in the Infant School-room. Inscrip-
tion.-" Presented to William Bush, Esq., one of the medical
officers of the Bath Union, by 456 contributors, consisting
chiefly of the poor of Weston, with whom the subscription ori-
ginated, in grateful testimony of the kindness, skill, and un-
wearied attention,with which he devoted himself to the service
of the sick in that parish, during the prevalence of cholera in
the year 1849." It is gratifying to remark, that the idea of
presenting a testimonial to Mr. Bush emanated, in this instance,
from the poor, many of whom experienced his valuable and
zealous attention during the late epidemic; but the subscrip-
tion was by no means confined to this class, and we have reas< n

to know that the same feelings of respect and gratitude tov ard
that gentleman pervade every rank of society in the parish of
Weston; indeed, the kindness and skill which he displayed in
his treatment of cholera patients was such as to merit the
warmest approbation of all who had an opportunity of observ-

! ing the exemplary manner in which he discharged his profes-
, sional duties on that trying occasion.-Bath Chronicle, Feb. 28.

OBITUARY.-Died, on the 9th inst., at Kentish
Town, after a protracted illness, Mr. John Malyn, F.R.C.S.,

’ aged 48, many years surgeon to the Western Dispensary, and
Lecturer on Anatomy and Physiology to the Westminster Hos-
pital School of Medicine. Mr. Malyn was born at Manchester,
and commenced his professional education at the Infirmary of
that town, where he became distinguished alike for his talent

’ 

and assiduity. After the death of Mr. Joshua Brookes he joined
’ his friend, Mr. Thomas King, in opening the Blenheim-Street
’ School, and subsequently joined that attached to the Westminster

Hospital. As a lecturer, Mr. Malyn was eminently popular and
’ 

successful; he was a contributor of various articles to the Cyclo-
’ poedias of Medicine and Surgery; and was a singularly guileless,

upright, and estimable man-faithful himself, he relied implicitly
t on the good faith of others; and having on two occasions been de-
. ceived hy those on whose good offices he had reason to rely, the
r disappointment, acting on a too sensitive mind, gave rise to the
malady which ultimately led to his premature death. He has left

’ a widow and numerous friends to deplore his loss.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.
ALL communications sent to this journal for publication should be addressed
as follows :- TO THE EDITOR OF THE LANCET,

THE LANCET Office,
423, Strand, London.

We hope that this intimation will receive attention, as we occasionally
find that letters and papers for THE LANCET are addressed to gentlemen
who are not in any respect connected with the literary departments of
this publication.

*t* Notwithstanding the above notice has appeared for several weeks in
this journal, communications within the last few days, which have been
sent for publication in THE LANCET, have been addressed to persons who
are not in any way connected with that publication. Such a practice
appears to be founded on disengenuous or deceptive practices; and as it
is attended occasionally with considerable inconvenience, it is particularly
requested that all articles intended for publication in THE LANCET be
addressed to the Editor, at the office in the Strand. If communications
intended for this journal are sent elsewhere and to other parties, the
Editor of THE LANCET will not hold himself responsible for whatever fate
may befall them.

Mr. Henry Holruan’s communication shall be inserted in an early number
of THE LANCET.

Caustic (* *.)-It is not possible to reply to such questions in this pJace.
THE communication of Dtr. 3lilton shall be published in the our next.
A LETTER was written by Professor Henslow (andinserted in THE LANCET)

in reply to another complaining of the candidates being compelled to get
up the 

" Genera" at the Botanical Examinations at the University of Lon-
don. In his letter, the rev. professor stated that a change would in future
be made in the Botanical examinations. Will the rev. professor oblige by
giving in detail the change he proposes to make ?

Inquirer, (Galway.)-The surgeons of workhouses in England are entitled
to the fees awarded by the Medical Witnesses Act, when they are sum-
moned to attend inquests on the bodies of persons who have died in the
workhouses. Under what Act of Parliament has the coroner of Galway
summoned the surgeons to attend his inquests? If our c. rrespondent
will supply us with an answer to this question, he shall immediately re-
ceive the information he requires.

Mr. Young’s request has received due attention.
Mr. E. Bishop’a case shall be instered.
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To the ir ditor of THE LANCET.

Sm,&mdash;My humble contribution to the conviviality of the " Guy’s Festival"
having been honoured by your remarks, as well as by many requests for
eopies, I am induced to think that its appearance in your pages will be the
best mode of acknowledging such flattering- notice.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
lflCBDEN HAMMOND.

OCCASIONAL SONG,
COMPOSED FOR AND SLNG AT THE GUY’S BIENNIAL FESTIVAL;

TUESDAY, MARCH 5, 1850.

Air-" Oh Susannah I do not cry for me."
’Tis now two years since last I join’d this famed and festive board,
Again I’m ask’d if I will try amnsement to afford ;
If I comply, at least I must appeal to your good nature,
That you will not treat my doggerel as poeta preparato.

Oh ! ye critics ! do not be too hard ! 1
But give me an emollient reception as your bard.

Since last I met your learned band a loss we’ve to deplore,
Alas ! a very skilful hand the scalpel wields no more;
An urn to shrine his merits great let every heart supply,
And let not Aston’s memory among ye ever die.

Oh ! ye young! this adjuration hear !
Emulate the fame which Key achieved in his career.

The toast which you have just received with flattering applause
Reminds me I must notice some who have supplied the cause;
Sir Benjamin* he cut his stick as quickly as could be,
Or else he would have given you a bit of broderie.

Oh ! these puns, what a horrid bore they are !
I’ll endeavour for the future not to fetch them quite so far.

You’ve heard that Paris recently has been inclined to riot,
Our-Paris,t though excited now, is generally quiet;
The one depends on regiments to guard the common wealth,
The other looks to regimen to prop the common health.

Oh ! ye French ! think less of revolution,
Don’t depend on steel and iron to-support your constitution.

There’s an ever-verdant visitor, whose merits all have seen,
’Tis clear there’s nothing but his name that would proclaim him=Green ;
Then there’s your worthy treasurer,t the mercantile Dobree,
Respecting whom there’s no mistake he is your bon ami.

Oh ! ye Guys ! your friends are such a corps,
’Twould occupy me half the night were I to mention more.

The sanitary movement is the feature of our time,
And cleanliness is justly thought an antidote to crime;
To purify the poor man’s home affords a cheering hope,
Nor is it slang just now to ask, " How are you off for soap?"

Oh ! ye rulers ! this truth should be your guide,
That the physical and moral are by nature close allied.

The cholera seems too serious a subject for a joke,
And yet its curious history a comment will provoke;
It seem’d as though ’twere sent to quell our ignorance and pride,
To show us that we know we live, and little else beside.

Oh ye students ! to this conclusion turn !
That in your great profession there’s a great deal more to learn.

’Twas droll to see the squabbles as to how the foe to meet,
Some cried out for blankets, and some for a wet sheet;
Opium," says one,-" subdue the cramp-rub the stomach with hot

towels ;" "

Says another, 11 You needn’t do that at all-it’a only insects in the
bowels."

Oh ! these sages ! what fun it was to see
How warmly they debated what the cholera could be.

In political economy you seem in this condition,
There’s just one point on which you show an obvious opposition;
Some thirk to thin our crowded lands by wholesale emigration,
But you supply a Lever to lift up the population.

Oh ! Malthusians! to this truth attend !
The procreative principle will never want a friend.

I have heard your secretary talk of giving up the ghost,
That is, I mean, as it regards his secretarial post;
I said, " Dear Doctor, such a course is sure to be revi’ed,
’Twould be a case of cruelty, deserting your own child."

Oh  ye stewards ! avoid this worst of ills,
Let him not be a leacer of the post which now he fills.

’Tis with regret that I have heard some folks about me state,
That as regards my worthy friend, my prayer comes too late;
’Tis clear you’ve found it difficult in worth to find h-s brother,
And so you’ve been obliged to go to Poland for another.

Oh ! these jokes ! I fear they’ll be derided,
Though Poland was partitioned, may you ne’er be divided.

Guy’s Hospital has long maintained an honourable name,
And Addison, with all your staff, they well support its fame;
With cash your generous founder has well supplied your locker,
And drugs, ’tis clear, you’ll never want, while you possess a Stocker;

Oh ! you’ll say, this really is too much !
I wish this tiresome fellow would give the closing touch.

’Midst all the storms of politics, protection, and low prices;
I hope that this society will never die of phthisis;
May your friendships know no rupture-may pleasure &]1 your cup,
And though the wine may open you, may you never be sewn up.

Oh ! ye stewards! keep the thing alive!
For 1 should be cut up myself if I thought it would’Lt survive;

And now your humble laureate must yield to, it appears,
Suspended animation for the two succeeding years ;
I’ll bid you all a kind farewell, and close this consultation-
I’ll just tie up my jaw, and so, reduce the dislocation.

Oh ! ye Guy’s! what jolly dogs ye be!
I hope ye’ll have no headach when the morning light ye see.

Sir Benjamin Brodie, who was to have returned thanks for the toast of
" The Visitors," had suddenly left the room.

t Dr. Paris, author of a work on Diet. t Bonamy Dobree, Esq.

Jfr. Jones.-We are not acquainted with the preparation in question, and
we have heard an account of its effects very different from the one given
by Mr. Jones.. 

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
Liverpool, March 8, 1850.

StR,&mdash;I enclose the accompanying, which was forwarded to me by post a
day or two since, as I conceive that if the practice which it recommends
were at all allowed to be honest or just, the integrity of our profession
would be seriously injured. MEDicus.

London Mutual Life and Guarantee Society,
Offices, 63, Moorgate.street, Dec. I, 1849.

(CONFIDENTIAL.)
StR,&mdash;I beg leave respectfully to inform you that the directors of this

society have clecided to allow you a commission of ten per cent. on the first
year’s premiums of all assurances introduced through your influence and
recommendation.

I shall feel but too happy from time to time in receiving from you a list
of friends anxious to avail themselves of the many advantages contained in
our prospectus, as also in transmitting to you bank orders for the agency
allowances theron.-I have the honour to be, yours faithfully,

H. C. EIFFE, Secretary.
*.* We think it only right to state that the practice Medicus condemns is
one that is adopted by the law life assurance societies in relation to

attorneys and solicitors, and we believe that several other offices en-
deavour to extend their connexions and obtain business by a like line of
conduct. It is doubtful probably whether such a mode of proceeding
admits of complete justification.

H. P. B.-Work a little harder, sleep a little less, and keep to a spare diet
in food and drink, but especially the latter. We are amused at our cor-
respondent’s questions.

Medicus : We really think that Mr. John Jackson, under his signature, the
initals J. J., and various anonyms, has written, during the last ten years,
quite enough about the spleen and its vessels, afferent and efferent. We

think, also, that he has been sufficiently replied to, or we would insert
our correspondent’s able note. After Dr. Ayre’s able, argumentative, and
convincing letter, no more ought to be heard of the discovery that Mr.
Jackson imagines himself to have made. We say this with every con-
sideration for Mr. Jackson, and a conviction that he has sincerely believed
himself able to say something both ’&deg; new and true" upon the portal cir-
culation, though we differ greatly from him in his estimate of the import.
ance of his really interminable writings on a worn-out subject.

G. T. B.-Apply to any qualified medical man, but by all means avoid the
advertising quacks named in the letter we have received.

Dr. A. Hill Hassall.-We are glad to learn that Dr. Hassall has been sum-
moned by the Board of Health to give evidence on the state of the metro-
politan water supply, in consequence of the able article which recently
appeared in our columns. We are also happy to announce that the plates
illustrative of Dr. Hassall’s paper, which we were unable to insert, will
be published shortly, in a separate form.

M.-We believe the remuneration to the surgeon superintendent of an
emigrant ship to Australia is los. a head. To obtain the appointment,
application should be made to the Government Emigration Office, Park.
street, Westminster.

Mr. Jenkins.-The idea of a LANCET 11 Supplement for Grumblers" is not a
bad one. We have no doubt, however, that, without the insertion of his
praiseworthy note, denouncing an-infamous puff, the trashy sheet he
refers to will speedily sink into oblivion.

MANY thanks to Dr...... for his polite note, and the number of the
Nautical Standard. It was not a 11 yarn," but a splendid broadside.

Dr. Williams would much oblige us by stating when the three letters to
which he has referred were sent to our office. He may be assured that
it is always our wish to treat his communications with the attention and
respect to which they are so well entitled.

Inquirer.-In 1839. There was a second contest in that year.
Mr. Drury,-It is doubtful. Some of the highest authorities have disagreed
on that subject. We recommend a continuance of the experiments.

WE will endeavour, by next week, to ascertain for Studens which is now
the best work on the subject.

Quiz.-Satire directed against such a dunce is sadly misapplled. We can-
not publish it.

A Surgeon, (Liverpool.)- The subject was first noticed by Mr. John Bell.
ANSWERS to several other correspondents must be postponed until next
week.

Cox!alovlcnTiovs, letters, &c., have been received from&mdash;Mr. R. Jones,
(Conway, North Wales;) M.; Dr. Fairbrother; Mr. G. Peacock; Mr.
Milton; Dr. Hassall ; Inquirer Dr. Hunt; Delta; Mr. Borlase Childs;
Mr. W. Nix; Mr. C. J. Tomkins; an Irishman; H. L. S.; Mr. Warden;
G. T. B ; Mr. H. Holman, (Hurstpierpoint;) E. W.; Tenaculum; Mr. J.
Brown; Truth; Mr. H. L. Stuart, (Isle of Man:) Mr. Gallwey;
Mr. J. R. Edmonds ; Mr. John Jackson, A.M.; Dr. Cottle, (Leamington;)
Mr. J. C. Richardson, (Galway;) Dr. Williams, (Swansea;) Mr. Vig-ors
Mr. Blair; Octogerian; Mr. R. Marshall, (with his address;) Medicus ;
Mr. Stevenson, F.R.S.; Dr. Burgess; Mr. R. Frame; Dr. Dick; Mr.
H. Hewett; A Misanthrope; Dr. Payne; Dr. T. Farnell; Mr. E. Bishop;
Mr. Hyatt; Mr. R. Brown; Mr. William Brown ; Mr. J. R. Martin, ;
Vindex; Mr. G. F. Knox; Mr. Hopwood; Dr. Mallinson ; Dr. Marshall
Hall; Mr. Newhouse; Dr. Castle, Surgeon-Dentist, (New York;) Mr.
Drury; Mr. G. Gibson, (Birtley; Mr. Brearey; Studens; Mr. J. H.
Tucker; Quiz; A Surgeon; Caustic; Mr. HIldyard; Mr. Dempsey;
Mr. Young, (Lincolnshire;) L. A. C.; Medico; Legalis, (Liverpool;)
Mr. Tracey; Mr. Wood, (Market Drayton;) Mr. Skipsey, (Bishopwear-
mouth, with inclosure).

THE Guernsey Star, March 12th, and the North British Mail, March 12th
have been received.


